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Mastering Maths: Why does this happen?
Students start the half term with a major focus on the number system. These are 
essential building blocks for accessing not only the maths curriculum, but also 
the wider school curriculum. Students are encouraged to learn through discovery, 
develop their reasoning skills and their ability to communicate mathematical 
concepts effectively.

Students learn: 
                   • Where numbers and numerals come from.

      • How to use Axioms and Arrays to better understand multiplication and  
        division.
      • To understand and use Factors and Multiples.
      • To understand why number operations must happen in a specific order  
        and apply this knowledge to their work. 

By the end of the half term, students should have not only reviewed their number 
skills, but developed a real confidence and depth of understanding about why 
numbers behave in the way they do.

Mastering Maths: When is a letter a number?
Students now begin to progress to replacing numbers with letters. For many, this is their 
first exposure to formal algebra. The focus on the half term is to build on the deeper 
understanding of number rules and progress to their application in abstract situations. 
Students are encouraged to make their own connections between the performance of 
number and algebra.

Students learn:
       • Models that explain why negative numbers perform in a certain way in  
         calculations.
       • How to use number patterns and sequences to develop an understanding of   
         general cases and dimple formulae.
       • How to form expressions and equations to model simple diagrams or real-life    
         situations.

 
By the end of the half term, students should have realised that manipulating algebra is no 
different to manipulating numbers. The same rules and strategies apply and, simply put, 
algebra is nothing to be afraid of.
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The Creation of a Scientist: Safety and Numbers
Students start their journey in secondary science by learning the health and safety 
aspects of working within the school laboratories. This includes investigative work to 
develop the skills required to prevent hazards from occurring. The students look at 
the basic equipment they will be using including measuring equipment and Bunsen 
burners.

Topics include:
      • Naming common apparatus, demonstrating their uses and drawing  
        them in scientific diagrams. 
      •  Understanding and using SI units when carrying out measurements  
          - converting between units.
      •  Using a Bunsen burner safely and accurately. 
      •  Explaining what variables are and identifying them in an investigation. 
      •  Planning and carrying out the heating water investigation to collect   
         data and analyse data.
      •  Using mathematical skills to calculate averages. 
      •  Representing collected data in a suitable format.

The Creation of a Scientist: What’s the matter?
Students continue their journey by studying the atom and its internal structure.  
This includes identifying atomic symbols and formulae. Students look at the periodic table, 
its development and how we use it. They understand mixtures and separation techniques.

Topics include:
       • Atoms – introduction to atomic structure, how to draw atoms, where to find  
         atoms. 
       • Atomic symbols – atomic number and mass number. 
       • Development of periodic table - structure of the periodic table and how it was    
         developed. 
       • Electron arrangement – representing atoms using images, dot and cross  
         diagrams.
       • Separating mixtures – separating mixtures using filtration and distillation  
         depending on the state of reactant
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Voices of Change: What does it mean to be British?
Students read a range of literature to explore British culture and identity. 
Students are encouraged to question: What is British Culture? How has history 
shaped our country? How has Britain shaped its individuals and their voices?

The work includes:
     • Reading a range of texts around this central topic, including: William  
       Blake’s Jerusalem, Shakespeare’s The Tempest and Richard II, Charles  
       Dickens’ Hard Times, Presents from my Aunt in Pakistan by Moniza Alvi  
       and a speech given by Emmeline Pankhurst on women’s rights in society.
     • This first half term offers students the opportunity to develop reading and  
       comprehension skills. As well as the chance to explain, infer and analyse  
       language, techniques and structure whilst examining colonisation and  
       monarchy, the changing values of Britain in the Victorian era and modern  
       British society.

Students are introduced to their core English work including Bedrock Vocabulary  
and the school reading programme. The use of the library is an important part of  
the English curriculum.

Voices for Change: How do you find your voice?
The theme of ‘British culture and identity’ is built upon and further explored through this 
unit on speech writing. 

The work includes:
    • Building on the reading and comprehension skills from the first half term, pupils  
      also learn to write their own speech and include a range of rhetorical devices,  
      enhance their vocabulary and develop their technical accuracy through the  
      drafting process. 
    • Reading a range of texts around this central theme including: Mandela ‘I am first  
      accused’, JFK’s Inaugural address, Martin Luther King’s I have a dream and more     
      contemporary events such as Tariq Jahn’s response to the London riots.

Students should be happily settled in their core English work including Bedrock 
Vocabulary and the school reading programme. The use of the library remains an 
important part of the English curriculum.
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The Making of Modern Britain: The Battle between Water and Land
Students begin their secondary journey as geographers by exploring how Britain’s 
geographical location defines our distinctive landscape. They discover how dynamic 
geomorphic processes shape our coasts and mountains.

Topics include: 
     • Exploration of the UKs location through a range of different scales
     • The formation of different landscapes including valleys, beaches and spits. 
     • The characteristics of our local landscape and other geographical  
        locations. 

Students use their newly acquired skills as geographers to compare the Scottish 
Cairngorms with Abersoch in Wales.

The Making of Modern Britain: Battling the Elements 
Student’s continue their journey as Geographers by exploring the defining features 
that affect our climate and the impact that this has on different human activities.

Topics include: 
     • Why does it always rain on me? – the difference between climate and  
       weather and the factors which affect them
     • The climate characteristics of our locality and other Geographical locations
     • Representing climate data by constructing climate graphs
     • The role that climate plays in shaping the land

The Making of Modern Britain: The Battle between Normans and Vikings
Students begin their secondary journey as historians by learning to pose and answer 
questions using historical evidence. They explore the battle for power between different 
tribes from 40AD to 1066 and explore how historic migration from Scandinavia and other 
locations to the east shaped Britain today.

Topics include: 
    • How did Britain change from AD40 to AD1000?
    • How did the Romans change Britain?
    • The introduction of Christianity.
    • Who were the Anglo Saxons?
    • Why was Christianity so important?
    • Who really were the Vikings?

Students use their understanding of continuity and change to analyse the Norman divide 
between the rulers and ruled. 

The Making of Modern Britain: The Battle for belief
Students deepen their understanding of Christianity. 

Topics include:
 • What is belief?
 • Christian views and beliefs on Creation
 • The spread and communication of Christianity
 • The importance of Jesus to Christians Sources of religious authority
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Me, Myself and I: Introducing Yourself
In the first half term, the aim is to get students excited by language.  We want them 
to develop confidence quickly; practising and conversing with their peers from day 
one.   
We place great emphasis on repetition, rhyme, role-play and singing; anything that  
helps students to find their Spanish / German voice.  

Topics include:
    •  Numbers & ordinals
    •  Asking and answering questions about yourself
    •  Creating an introductory role-play as a different character
    •  Describing personality and appearance
    •  Introduction to adjectival endings and gender
    •  Speaking in the foreign language and forming coherent conversations

My Family and Other Animals: Introducing Others
“To learn a language is to have one more window from which to look at the world.” In half 
term two, students increase their knowledge of grammar by learning to talk about others.  
Students also continue to broaden their understanding of German and Hispanic culture 
through music, authentic texts and the study of customs and festivals.  

Topics include:
    •  Family members and pets - my family-tree
    •  Learning how to change pronouns and verb endings to introduce and describe  
       other people
    •  Key verbs – to be, to have, to be called, to live
    •  Using connectives and intensifiers to extend sentences
    •  Creating your own monster and introducing it
    •  Focus on accuracy in writing the foreign language



Year 7 Curriculum - phase 3
  

  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2
A

rt
 &

 D
es

ig
n

Creative Voice: Art’s Marvellous Mysteries
Students are introduced to the work of Roald Dahl and Quentin Blake. They develop 
drawing and quality colouring skills through accurate observational drawings 
creating a final piece.  Alongside the main unit, students also create a series of  
works in technique time based on mark making and understanding of colour  
theory.

Skills covered include:
•  Observational drawing techniques.
•  Mark making.
•  Use of pencil crayons.
•  Pencil control.
•  Understanding colour theory.

Creative Voice: Art’s Marvellous Mysteries
This half term students continue to develop and build upon their skills of observational 
drawing. Students are introduced to a range of different materials which leads to the 
creation of a final piece based on the work of Janet Skates.

Skills covered include:
•  Accurate use of watercolour painting.
•  Further development of colour theory.
•  Creating mood boards and an artist research page.
•  Developing skills using marbling inks.
•  Continued observational drawing skills.

PE

Creating Healthy Lives: Winter Warm-Ups
Students take part in the traditional winter sports: football, handball, netball and 
rugby. They also develop racket skills through badminton.

There is also a focus on improving general well-being through health-related fitness 
lessons.

A full programme of extra-curricular clubs develops the key sports.

Creating Healthy Lives: Winter Warm-Ups
Students continue to take part in the traditional winter sports: football, handball, netball 
and rugby. They also develop racket skills through badminton.

There is also a focus on improving general well-being through health-related fitness 
lessons.

A full programme of extra-curricular clubs develops the key sports.
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Mastering Maths: That’s my property
After building a strong base of understanding numbers and how their rules progress 
into algebra, students are encouraged to discover similar connections within shapes. 
They start to develop their toolkit further by building a deep understanding of  
angles. They then apply this knowledge and understanding to familiar  
two-dimensional shapes. 
 
Students will learn:

•  What an angle is and what angle facts are derived by drawing different lines.
•  To classify two dimensional shapes based on their key properties, including  
   their angles.
•  To turn their understanding of the properties of two dimensional shapes  
   into a set of rules to follow to then construct the shapes (particularly  
   triangles & quadrilaterals).

 
By the end of the half term students should have realised that familiar shapes look 
the way they do because they have certain key properties. For example, if a student 
draws a four sided shape with equal sides and four right angles, they will always 
produce a square. If they don’t include the right angles they will produce a rhombus.

Mastering Maths: Where is it?
Students continue to work with shapes. Now all the internal properties of shapes have 
been defined, they consider the shape as a whole in two-dimensional space. This begins 
with first locating the shape in space, before beginning to transform it or undertake 
calculations with it (such as area).
 
Students will learn:

•  How to locate a point or series of points on a two dimensional coordinate grid (the  
   Cartesian plane).
•  How to transform two dimensional shapes on the coordinate grid and consider the  
   impact of these changes on the shape’s dimensions.
•  To calculate the area of two dimensional shapes, both on and off the coordinate  
    grid.

 
By the end of the half term students appreciate the need for a rigorous system to identify 
the position of points, shapes and lines. They also understand how to move, rotate, 
reflect and enlarge (or reduce) shapes on the cartesian grid and understand how these 
transformations change coordinates. The changes to shapes also introduces the concept of 
ratio, which is covered in the next term.
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The Creation of a Scientist: Chain Reaction 
Having been introduced to the concept of the atom, students now study how they 
can be chemically joined together. They also learn about different types of bonding 
between metals and non-metals.

Topics include:
•  Particle model and changes in states – accurately drawing solids liquids  
   and gasses. Knowing the properties of each state and developing a greater   
   understanding of how a change of state occurs on an atomic level.
•  Chemical Reactions – looking at how chemicals react and what  
   observations can be made 
•  Ionic Bonding – describing the formation of ions and how this then leads to    
   ionic compounds forming. Using diagrams to represent the chemical  
   bonding.
•  Covalent Bonding – describing the interaction between non-metals and  
   the new compounds formed. Using diagrams to represent the chemical  
   bonding.

The Creation of a Scientist: Body Beautiful: What are living organisms made up of?
Students learn how living organisms are made up of small building blocks and how to 
draw and label animal and plant cells. They develop a greater understanding of how sub-
cellular structures have their own role which allows living organisms to survive. Students 
identify the main parts of the male and female reproductive system and describe the 
function of each part, linking this to fertilisation.

Topics include: 
•  Organs and Organ System – learning the definition of organs and organ system.  
   Naming the major human organs, describing their functions and how they work  
   together in an organ system. 
•  Tissue and Cells – knowing the definition of cells and tissues. Explaining how cells  
   make up tissues and how these different tissues have different roles within an  
   organ. 
•  Transport Mechanisms – defining diffusion and osmosis, and linking this to | 
   transport of substances in and out of both plant and animal cells. Microscope – 
   identifying the main parts of a microscope and describing their functions. Carrying  
   out a practical to view a cell under the microscope.
•  Reproduction in humans –naming male and female reproductive organs,  
   identifying stages of foetal development and knowing the stages of the menstrual  
   cycle.



Year 7 Curriculum - phase 3
  

  

Spring 1 Spring 2
En

gl
is

h
Heroes and Villains: What’s all the fuss about Shakespeare?
The second thematic unit in English, looks at the characterisation of ‘Heroes and 
Villains’ in Shakespeare as students deepen their understanding of the playwright 
and develop a wider sense of theatre during his lifetime.

Topics include:
•  Developing the reading skills introduced last term: comprehension,  
    explanation, inference and analysis of language, techniques and structure.
•  Learning about the context of Shakespearean England including: the Globe  
   Theatre, Elizabethan England and Jacobean society.
•  Performing and enjoying extracts from a range of Shakespearean plays.
•  Exploring and understanding the differences with modern English. 

Across the unit, students will continue with their core English work including: 
Bedrock Vocabulary and the school reading programme. The use of the library 
continues to be an important part of the English curriculum.

Heroes and Villains: What’s all the fuss about Shakespeare?
The second half of the unit develops students’ understanding of character and plot in 
Shakespeare by examining key scenes within his plays.

Topics include:
•  Continuing to develop and apply key reading skills: comprehension, explanation,  
   inference and analysis of language, techniques and structure.
•  An emphasis on students’ voice and ideas through their independent quotation  
   selection, individual interpretation of key words and writing in a formal analytical  
   style.
•  Applying their contextual knowledge of performance and theatricality in their      
   reading and understanding of key scenes.
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The Making of Modern Britain: What is democracy? 
Students evaluate the systems of power and governance that shaped and still shape 
the society in which we live today. They explore how democratic power and equali-
ty are values which we may take for granted in modern Britain, but have not always 
been evident through History.

Topics include:
•  Theology’s influence on politics: The Divine Right of Kings
•  The Magna Carta: A first for rights?
•  The Development of Parliament 
•  The Black Death and the Peasants’ Revolt
•  The Reformation (1517 – 1648)
•  A Break from Rome
•  Cromwell’s Republic: Is this really democracy?
•  The English Civil War (1642 – 1651)

The Making of Modern Britain: The rise and fall of the British 
Students assess the significance of the British Empire in the making of modern Britain. 
This section allows students to think critically about its development and the and the 
economic foundations on which Britain is built.

Topics include:
•  Colonialism: The expansion of empire
•  The Industrial Revolution
•  Chartists: The ongoing struggle for democracy and rights
•  Slavery: Britain’s role in the Trans-Atlantic slave trade
•  Christianity: its role in the promotion and the abolition of Slavery
•  Independence: Nations becoming nations: breaking free from the shackles of  
   colonialism
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Educating Yorkshire: Introducing school
Term two sees students understanding increasingly complex texts, including 
opinions and descriptions about teachers and school subjects.  Students are 
encouraged to use grammatical terms at every turn, expanding their understanding 
of both the foreign language and their own.  

Topics include:
•  Describing my favourite and least favourite lessons
•  Describing what I do in each lesson and at school
•  Introducing my teachers
•  Using opinions
•  Using justifications to add to our fluency
•  Using the comparative
•  Focus on listening for meaning and detail
•  Further focus on accuracy in written skills

Educating Yorkshire: Introducing school
Students learn sentence structures to develop their writing, sharing their ideas and 
opinions in Spanish and German.  Here the emphasis is on talking about school life.  

Topics include:
•  My uniform and the school rules
•  Telling the time and describing my timetable
•  Giving a full description of my school
•  Adjectival endings and gender revisited
•  Using a variety of verbs to create more effective description
•  Using more advanced sentence starters and opinions to be able to make a more  
   convincing and in-depth argument
•  My uniform and the school rules
•  Telling the time and describing my timetable
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Creative Voice: Art’s Marvellous Mysteries
Students creatively combine their artist influences of Quentin Blake and Janet  
Skates to inform their final piece. This is be based around creating a Roald Dahl 
revolting recipe. In technique time, students develop skills in experimental drawing 
and explore different media.

Skills covered include:
•  Exploring a range of experimental drawing styles.
•  Using collage techniques
•  Artists combination developments and drawings.

Creative Voice: Art’s Marvellous Mysteries 
Students further develop their revolting recipe by creating a Roald Dahl inspired ‘lickable’ 
wallpaper. They explore the use of both traditional drawing skills and digital tools. Students 
also start to develop a Roald Dahl bottle using the accurate grid drawing method.

Skills covered include:
•  Grid measurements and accurate drawing
•  Using Photoshop and PowerPoint
•  Tonal blending skills

PE

Creating Healthy Lives: Spring into Action
Students continue to take part in the traditional winter sports: football; handball; 
netball; rugby. However, badminton gets them bouncing along this term. They 
continue to focus on improving general well-being through health-related fitness 
lessons.

A full programme of extra-curricular clubs develops the key sports.

Creating Healthy Lives: Spring into Action
Students continue to take part in the traditional winter sports: football; handball; netball; 
rugby. However, badminton gets them bouncing along this term. They continue to focus 
on improving general well-being through health-related fitness lessons.

A full programme of extra-curricular clubs develops the key sports.
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Mastering Maths: Hole Numbers
This is not a spelling mistake. Students spend the whole term considering different 
ways of representing parts of a whole amount (numbers that are less than a whole 
one). These are the familiar representations of fractions, decimals and percentages. 
These are once again crucial building blocks to understanding the rest of the maths 
curriculum, the wider school curriculum and widely used in day-to-day life.
 
Students learn to:

•  Break a number down into nothing but prime factors, which helps finding  
    common multiples
•  Understand that parts of a whole can be written as equivalent fractions or  
   percentages and decimals
•  Add, subtract, multiply and divide with fractions

 
By the end of the unit, students should be comfortable representing parts of a whole 
amount in many different ways, from the diagrammatic to fractions, decimals and 
percentages.

Mastering Maths: Hole Numbers
Having built a strong understanding of how to represent parts of a whole amount, 
students now extend their thinking to a new representation, ratio.
 
Students learn to:

•  Understand how to write and compare ratios and connect them back to fractions  
    from last half term
•  Solve problems with ratios
•  Understand and use percentages as operators to change amounts

 
By the end of the half term students have a strong understanding of all the connections 
within the concept of proportion (parts of a whole). They are also be able to change 
amounts by a percentage, fraction or decimal.
 
At the end of their first year, students should have an appreciation that maths represents 
a series of interconnected principles. In fact, from the moment we decided that 1+1 = 2, 
then the whole number system had to develop the way it did. When we are asked “who 
invented maths”, in reality, it invented itself.
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The Creation of a Scientist: A Force to be Reckoned with
Students explore the ideas surrounding forces and energy. The topics covered in 
this scheme are challenging and require students to apply mathematical skills to 
scientific formula. Students also have the opportunity to rearrange equations and 
convert units. 

Topics include:
•  State what a force is, what it’s measured in and give various examples.
•  State the differences between weight and mass
•  Explain the relationship between weight, mass and gravity. 
•  Describe how balanced and unbalanced forces affect an object and  
   calculate resultant forces.
•  Describe Hooke’s law with relation to elastic potential energy and carry  
   out a practical investigation.
•  State the different types of energy and the four pathways by which energy  
   is transferred from one store to another.

The Creation of a Scientist: The Final Frontier
Students learn about the composition and structure of the Earth. This enables students to 
gain a deeper understanding how human activity can affect our planet. Earth and space 
unit also looks at many often-misunderstood concepts such as: the spin of the Earth and 
how this explains day and night, as well as the orbit of the Earth around the sun. More 
importantly, students look at and gain a better understanding of our most recent space 
exploration ventures. 

Topics include: 
•  Structure and composition of the Earth
•  Sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks and their formation
•  Introduction to the immense collections of stars called galaxies
•  Day and night and different seasons
•  Recent space exploration
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A Brave New World: Utopias and Dystopias
Students examine the portrayal of utopian and dystopian societies within Literature. 
They are encouraged to question and apply critical thought to society and equality in 
the modern world, centred around texts studied in class.

The topics include:
•  Key reading skills as the foundation to this unit on dystopian fiction with  
   students exploring texts including Suzanne Collins’ ‘Catching Fire’ from the  
   Hunger Games trilogy and Samira Ahmed ‘Internment’.

Narrative components include:
•  An exploration and understanding of how characters are presented and  
   developed to a reader.
•  How a setting used as a literary device, contributes meaning to an overall  
   narrative.
•  Students also examine plot development.
•  Finally, students look at the representation of characters and their voices  
   through diaries and letters.

Again, in this unit students continue with their core English work including: Bedrock 
Vocabulary and the school reading programme. The use of the library continues to  
be an important part of the English curriculum.

A Brave New World: Utopias and Dystopias
The theme of dystopian fiction culminates in pupils crafting and writing narrative accounts 
based in a dystopian world.

The topics include:
• The second half term builds on knowledge of dystopian readings from the first half  
   term, thereby aiming to include character, setting and plot elements from  
   dystopian fiction.
•  Students are encouraged to develop independent narrative writing skills which  
   includes using a range of literary techniques, such as simile, personification and  
   metaphor.
•  Students are also able to demonstrate an enhancement of their vocabulary and  
   a self-assured usage of technical skills as part of being a Year 7 student.
•  Students are now familiar with the Academy writing process and demonstrate  
   confidence and resilience in planning and drafting.
•  They are also assured in their knowledge of how to create and use success criteria  
   when writing and editing their own work.
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The Making of Modern Britain: The development of a modern Britain?
Students reach conclusions about the impact of development on the diverse 
communities in which we live. They explore the scale of development across 
international and national Geographies and make references to the historical  
and geographical factors which affect development. 

Topics include:
•  How can we measure the standard of living?
•  The diversity in development across the globe
•  A history of industry and production in Britain
•  Industry reliant communities: Miners
•  North-South divide 
•  Britain’s changing economy

The Making of Modern Britain: A multicultural nation 
Students examine the impact of migration and the creation of a multicultural nation.  
They explore the stories of migrants who have contributed to making Britain what it is 
today. 

•  Economic migrants: Migration and the UK’s economy
•  Historical and contemporary migration
•  Migration stories 
•  Migration crisis
•  Religion: Celebration and Festivities in the UK. 
•  How does religion and irreligion shape British society?
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The Future is Bright…: It is a Tense moment
What do you want to be when you grow up?  (But this time it’s in Spanish or 
German!)  Students apply their grammatical knowledge to talk about their future 
plans.

Topics include:
•  Planning for future studies with justifications
•  Discussing which job I may want to do in the future
•  Justifying my hopes for the future
•  Describing which skills are required for different jobs
•  Describing my personal qualities
•  Using modal verbs
•  The future tense
•  The conditional tense
•  Giving future tense opinions
•  Using the comparative

Under Pressure: When the Going Gets Tough
At the end of the year, students apply and showcase all that they have learned.  Students 
are encouraged to write creatively, converse confidently and read and listen to authentic 
texts on a range of topics studied throughout the year.  Auf Weidersehen! ¡Adiós!

Topics include:
•  Recap on verb endings 
•  Being able give detailed opinions using complex sentence starters
•  Can I justify my opinions?
•  Focus on asking and answering questions on all topics
•  How to show-off the skills I have learned in the different topic areas
•  Revision strategies (mind-mapping, dual-coding, flashcards)
•  Focus on listening and reading for meaning and detail
•  Writing in detail on the family, school and work topics
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Creative Voice: Art’s Marvellous Mysteries
This term focuses on working towards final pieces where students will continue to 
develop digital and practical work. Students create wallpaper designs and complete 
their Roald Dahl inspired bottle drawings. Photoshop is used to develop creative 
ideas and add layering to student work.

Skills covered include:
•  Observational drawing
•  Accurate grid drawing
•  Development of creative ideas
•  Use of digital tools

Creative Voice: Art’s Marvellous Mysteries
Students end the project developing a 3-dimensional pie in cardboard. This is a 
culmination for all their artistic techniques cover this year and combines all artistic 
influences.

Skills covered include:
•  Paper weaving
•  Cutting and sticking 
•  Composition and placement
•  Control of 3D forms

PE

Creating Healthy Lives: Feel the Heat
With the summer term comes the traditional summer sports: cricket, rounders, 
softball, athletics and of course Sports Day.

A full programme of extra-curricular clubs develops the key sports.

Creating Healthy Lives: Feel the Heat
With the summer term comes the traditional summer sports: cricket, rounders, softball, 
athletics and of course Sports Day.

A full programme of extra-curricular clubs develops the key sports.



Hearts and Minds Curriculum
Our Hearts and Minds curriculum gives students the opportunity to explore who they are and how they connect with the world around them. We question what is it is to be human;  

considering issues around belonging, exclusion, community, identity, plurality and power.  There are five rotations across the year:

Voice, Citizenship and Philososphy, Religion and Ethics, Computing and Performing Arts.

Voice opportunities are woven throughout this curriculum.  We discuss ‘big questions’ and curate high-quality conversations, encouraging students to explore our school values and  
develop their emotional and creative intelligence. 
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In Year 7 Voice lessons, students begin 
to understand The Oracy Framework 
and reflect on their own and others’ 
communication.  We explore the four 
strands of The Framework, as follows:  
 

1.  Physical: fluency; pace;  
    pronunciation; projection;  
    body language
2. Linguistic: vocabulary; register;  
    rhetorical techniques
3. Cognitive: content; structure;  
    clarifying; summarising;  
    reasoning    
4. Social and emotional:  
    working with others; listening  
    and responding; confidence;  
    audience awareness

We cover a range of topics through a 
variety of talk tasks such as creating 
Public Service Announcements about 
fake news, presenting balanced 
arguments on the use of digital 
technology, debating deforestation 
and discussing toxic masculinity.  

In Year 7 Citizenship and Philosophy, 
students explore the opportunities 
and challenges that underpin their 
lives as citizens of the U.K. Students are 
encouraged to think philosophically, 
deliberating fundamental questions 
about identity, justice and diversity.  
Some of these ‘big questions’ are:

•  What does it mean to be British?
•  Do animals have the same    
   rights as humans?
•  Should we strive for equality  
   or equity?  

Our ultimate aim is for students to 
explore who they are and to consider 
how being citizens of the U.K. shapes 
their lives.  We encourage students 
to become critical thinkers and to 
call upon their oracy skills to discuss, 
debate and challenge the status quo.

The principal aim of our Religion and Ethics 
scheme is to support students to become 
religiously literate.  That is to say, that they 
have the ability to hold balanced and well-
informed conversations about religion and 
worldviews.  The scheme helps students to 
comprehend that not everyone feels the 
same as them and teaches them to see 
others’ points of view.

We begin in Year 7 by building upon 
students’ religious education from Primary 
School.  In KS1 and 2, students study 
Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Sikhism.  
Therefore, in Year 7, we place particular 
emphasis on Buddhism, Hinduism and 
Humanism.  As in all areas of our Hearts 
and Minds curriculum, we want students to 
grapple with big questions – meaning and 
purpose in life, beliefs about God, issues of 
right and wrong and what it means to be 
human:

•  What are my beliefs and values?
•  What do atheists, agnostics and theists  
   believe?
•  What are morals and how do they link  
   to ethics?
•  Why is the Eightfold Path different  
   from following a set of rules in Islam or  
   Christianity?
•  What similarities and differences are  
    there between Hindu rites of passage  
    and those in other world religions?
•  Can you be a scientist and be religious?  

We recognise that in our mission 
to create excellent communicators, 
digital literacy is key.  Voices are 
increasingly heard and shared via 
digital technology.  Our curriculum 
seeks to equip students with the tools 
to keep themselves safe, think critically 
and engage skilfully.  We begin this in 
Year 7 through a focus on:  

Collaborating online safely and 
respectfully

• Cyberbullying
• Recognising and reporting abuse
• Presentational skills
• Word processing and TEAMS

Gaining support for a cause

• Credibility of sources
• Research
• Promoting a cause: social media and   
  blogging

Data

• Spreadsheets: collecting and analysing  
  data 
• Global data
• Algorithms 

As with other areas of our Hearts and 
Minds curriculum, we choose stimuli 
that encourage students to consider 
our values and reflect on how they 
connect with the world around them.  
For example, studying the Marcus 
Rashford and Black Lives Matter 
campaigns when looking at social 
media; researching the role of women 
in computing; analysing data about 
the benefits of sleep; considering 
misinformation during the Coronavirus 
pandemic when looking at the 
credibility of sources. 

In Year 7 Performing Arts lessons, 
students develop key performance 
skills through the study of one of 
our core values, Courage. Students 
explore how courage has been shown 
in historical events and by key figures 
such as Rosa Parks and Harriet 
Tubman.  Students work collaboratively 
to demonstrate their knowledge 
through performances which include: 

• Still images
• Thought tracking
• Mime 
• Narration and storytelling 
• Body percussion 
• Movement and music

Our Performing Arts lessons support 
our whole-school focus on Voice, 
particularly the physical aspects 
of communication such as body 
language, expression and vocal 
techniques like fluency, pace and 
projection.  

Voice Religion & EthicsCitizenship & 
Philosophy

Computing Performing Arts


